Myocardial Infarction Due to Coronary Artery Injury following High Force Blunt Trauma to the Upper Chest: A Case Illustrating the Prehospital, Hospital and Autopsy Findings.
AbstractMyocardial infarction (MI) is a rare complication of blunt chest trauma (BCT). We describe an extensive antero-lateral MI due to thrombosis of the left main stem coronary artery following a blow to the lower face and upper anterior chest during an industrial accident in a 52-year-old male. The patient presented with acute left ventricular failure. Our case highlights MI as an important differential in a BCT patient presenting with hypoxia where lung pathology has been excluded. We aim to highlight the importance of cardiac assessment in trauma scenarios particularly where patients are unable to report symptoms. Our patient sadly did not survive his injuries. This case describes MI following BCT from the initial prehospital presentation through to postmortem findings and adds to the limited literature on the pathological mechanisms underpinning this rare complication.